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Pll<E COUNTY 

JUNE / /, 1946 

REPUOLIC STEEL CORPORATION REPUOLIC MINE 

EARL SMALLWOOD, WHITE 
MINING EXPERIENCE WAS SO SEVERLY 
THAT HE DIED ONE HOUR LATERe HE 

AMERICAN Jov OPERATOR, AGE 3L~, WITH 11 YEARS' 
INJURED WHEN CRUSHED DETWEEN MA~HINE AND RID, 
LEAVES THREE DEPENDENTSe 

THIS ACCIDENT OCCURRED AT #3 HEADING 3o RIGHT SECTION, orp lsr RIGHT 
MAIN PILLAR BETWEEN 2o ANO 3D ENTRIES. 

f 

SMALLWOOD HAc SERVED TWO YEAR$ AS A Joy HELPER AND HAO ON A n:w 0CCASJ0NS A 

ACTED AS OPERATOR ■ Ht WAS PROMOTED TO REGULAR OPERATOR AND WAS WORKING HlS SECOND 
SHtrT WHEN THE AcelDENT OCCURRED. 

THE MACHINE WAS WORKING ON A PILLAR SECTION, AND WAS LOADING OUT or THE 

,ouRTH CUT PROM A 0UTTOrF, SMALLWOOD WAS IN THE ACT or LOADING THE FOURTH SHUTTLE 
CAR ,ORM NEAR THE RIGHT RIB WHEN HE 0/ICl<ED THE MACHINE OUT, IN ATTEMPTING' TO 
•Ross-cur, HE UOVEO THE WRONG CONTROLS SLEWING THE MACHINE AROUND IN AN UNEXPECTED 
DIRECTION MASHING HIM BETWEEN THE MACHINE ANr THE RIB. To REMOVE THE INJURED MAN 
tT WAS NECESSARY TO REMOVE CABLE NIPS FROM POWER SUPPLY, AS HIS'D0DV HAG WEDGED. 
THE POWER CONTROLS TO THE CATERPILLAR IN AN OPEN'POSITI0N• 

INVESTIGATIONS REVEALED THAT THIS MAN HAD VERY LITTLE EXPERIENCE AS AN 
OPERATOR AND WAS OPERATING HIS MACHINE WITH THE SAF"£TY YOLI< UP, THIS YDLI< LIMITS 
tHE MOVEMENT OF THE CATERPILLAR CONTROLS AND CAUSES THE MACHINE TO MOVE' MORE 
~LOIVLYe INVESTIGATIONS ALSO REVEALED THAT HIS MACHINE WAS ABOUT TWO F'EET F'R0M TH~ 
RIO• 

Ir IS THi o~)NION OF THE INVESTIGATOR THAT HAD THIS MAN BEEN MORE 
PAMlLIAR WITH THE OPERATION or THIS MACHfNE AND HAD THE SAF"ETY YOLK BEEN DOWN, 
THIS ACCIDENT WOULD NOT HAVE 0CCURREDe 

RECO'vlM:NOATIONS: THAT MACHINES BE MOVED CAUTIOUSLY WHEN n1os CR OTHER 
OOSTRUCTIVES ARE NEAR THE OPERATORS' POSITION• THAT ALL SAFETY DEVICES WHltH ARE 
PROVIDED POR THE WORKMEN'S PROTECTION OE USEOe 
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PIKE COUNTY, KENTUCKY 
REPUBLIC STEEL CORP. 

REPUBLIC - #11498 
JUNE 11, 1946 

Earl Smallwood died in an underground machinery accident. 
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